Creating a Photo Essay layout in Photoshop

1. Select File—New.  Then make page 8.5 inches by 11 inches (or 11 inches by 8.5 inches) at 300 resolution.

2. Change the background by adding a solid color with the paint bucket tool, or use the gradient tool for a rainbow effect. [Note:  You can also place a photo over the entire background. Select Image--Image Size, make it at least 8.5 inches by 11 inches (or 11 by 8.5) at 300 resolution to cover the whole page.]

3. To add your photos, simply drag them onto the page and size them by choosing Edit-Free Transform (hold down shift and grab one of the four corners.).
4. To add borders around the photos (or type), right click on the little photo located in the highlighted layer, right click and select pixels.  Then choose Layer—Layer Styles and select “Stroke.” Choose the size and color of border. (Note:  another alternative is to select “drop shadows” for a three-dimensional shadow type effect).
5. Using the Type tool, place a headline somewhere on your photo essay and also include your name/credit (Photo essay by Joe Schmoe.)
